WDO MINUTES 24th NOVEMBER 2021
**PLEASE NOTE THESE MINUTES ARE NOT IN PAST TENSE THEY REFLECT WHAT WAS SAID ON THE NIGHT***
1. Good evening, welcome to tonight’s meeting at The Causeway. We have a fair bit to get through tonight. Firstly we will do the ‘roll call’, when called could you please come to the front to collect the next 2 competition entry forms if you require them. They will be available on the website.
	TEAMS
	M
	F
	PRESENT
	COMMENTS

	ALBION A
	*
	
	YES
	

	ALBION B 
	*
	*
	YES
	

	ALFORD SPORTS
	*
	
	YES
	

	BULLS HEAD
	
	*
	NO
	MINUS £5

	CAUSEWAY
	*
	
	YES
	

	CHAPEL HOUSE
	*
	
	NO
	MINUS £5

	CROMWELLS 
	*
	
	YES
	

	CROSSBAR
	*
	*
	YES
	

	CROWN AND CUSHION
	*
	
	YES
	

	DOG AND PARTRIDGE
	*
	
	YES
	

	EAGLE PIRATES
	
	*
	YES
	

	EAGLE SPORTS ELITE
	
	*
	YES
	

	HAWTHORNE HORNETS
	*
	
	NO
	EXEMPT FINE – BROKE LEG

	JOLLY TANNER
	*
	*
	YES
	

	KINGSCLUB
	*
	
	YES
	

	KINGS HEAD
	*
	
	YES
	

	MILLHOUSE
	*
	
	YES
	

	MULBERRY TREE
	*
	
	YES
	

	ORFORD HOTEL
	*
	
	YES
	

	PENKETH CONS BUFFALOS
	*
	
	YES
	

	PENKETH CONS TIGERS
	
	*
	YES
	

	POPLARS
	*
	
	NO
	MINUS £5

	ROSE
	*
	
	YES
	

	ROYAL OAK BRANCH
	*
	*
	YES
	

	ROYAL OAK BRANCH BEARS
	*
	
	YES
	

	ST BENEDICTS
	
	*
	YES
	

	TAVERN SPORTS BAR
	*
	
	YES
	

	TETLEYS
	*
	
	YES
	

	TURF AND FEATHER
	*
	
	NO
	EXEMPT FINE – TOLD IN ADVANCE

	VICTORIA
	
	*
	YES
	

	VULCAN
	
	*
	FOLDED
	

	WOLVES
	*
	
	NO
	MINUS £5

	WOODLANDS
	*
	
	YES
	



2. Competitions
The next 2 competition sheets are now available; please note that the closing date of the Grantham 501 pair’s competition is on Wednesday 5th January 2022. This is not an ideal date as teams need to look ahead over Christmas and New Year, and communicate with each other; they need to get their names down early in case they do not meet up due to bank holidays. 
Competition sheets taken by those that wanted one.

3. Congratulations
Our congratulations go to G. Brookes and G. Podmore from the Turf and Feather, on winning the G. R. Taylor pairs competition at Eagle on Friday 29th October. May I also thank everyone that entered or attended, it was on the whole a great night.

4. Since we last met there has been quite a bit going on.
A. Unfortunately on a Monday the Blackhorse folded and were quickly replaced by the Crown and Cushion.
B. The Hawthorne closed its doors, awaiting a new Licensee. The Hawthorne darts team have now relocated down the road at St Benedicts club. This is a permanent move and they will now play their home fixtures from there.
C. On a Friday the Vulcan team have folded and has yet have not been replaced. It is suggested that the team that has a BYE plays the team that should have played the Vulcan. These games will be classed as friendlies. It is up to the teams involved to contact each other to make sure they are happy to play.

5. Order of Play
I have been asked to reiterate the order of play. 

League games: 
This should consist of 6 x 2 leg singles, and 3 x 2 leg doubles (18 legs in all). A team should have a minimum of 6 up to a maximum of 12 players.

The home team throws first in every leg, and the away team should mark the board. The away team selects the order of play from the predetermined draw.

Cup games:
This should consist of 6 x 1 leg singles and 3 x 2 leg doubles (12 legs in all). In the group stages the home team throws first in every leg, and the away team should mark the board. These matches are played as drawn.

Note there is a draw for both singles and double, and this should take place obviously prior to the matches starting. A question was asked whether the doubles draw could be done at half time, the answer to this is ‘no’ and all draws must be done at the beginning.

6. The number of players in the team
As you are aware the minimum number of players on the night should be 6. Over the last few months a small number of teams have for various reasons only had 5 players.

I personally would rather have a team giving it a go, and turning up to play with 5 rather than forfeiting, this however throws up a couple of conundrums, not covered by our general rules (all of which can be found on our website).

Firstly a team with 5 could gain an advantage by playing a better player twice. I have no objection to a player playing twice in the singles to give their opponent a game but these legs would be deemed as forfeit and be awarded to the team with the 6th player, irrelevant of the outcome.

The doubles section becomes an even greyer area. As stated there are currently no rules to cover this so going forward it will be as follows:

On the 3rd leg of doubles the options would be that the team with 5 can play one player against 2, but that would be 3 darts verses their 6, or double up a player drawn at random to play twice, again to give their opponents a game.

The team with 6 players though are under no obligation to accommodate the 5 player team request and can if they wish claim both legs. It is up to both teams to come to an arrangement beforehand as to whether the legs will count or become forfeit.
Pros and cons were discussed at length by numerous teams, all points and views were listened to and the following concluded:
For future games where a team has only 5 players, the default positionis that 2 legs of singles are forfeit and that the doubles legs involving the 5th player will be 3 darts v 6 darts(this can be adapted if both teams are in agreement at the start)

There is one game in particular that will be dealt with after the meeting, so could I request that the Woodlands and Cromwell’s representatives remain behind at the end please.

7. Transfers
As you all know there are no transfers allowed in a season for any player that has played for a particular team. You cannot transfer to another team mid-season if your original team is still playing. There could be exceptional circumstances and these will be listened to.

Transfers from a team that has folded: 

The committee have decided that players from a team that has folded before half way in the season may transfer to another, but a maximum of 2 players only can transfer to any one team.

8. Player registration
May I remind you all, that all new players must be registered with myself prior to any game by a txt message. Any team found to have broken this rule are liable to a point’s deduction. You have been warned, and I am aware of some infringements.


9. Footer
A little clarification is needed here, as some of us may remember from June, I asked a general question who would be happy with the footer a 7ft 9 ¼, the vast majority seemed happy with that. Teams then left that meeting filling out their reg forms with 7ft 9 ¼ as their option.

Other teams who were not in attendance filled out their forms with the 7ft 6 options. Some stating they were unsure if they could field a team at 7ft 9 ¼ because they hadn’t met up to discuss the matter. I myself decided that I would let any team throw from 7ft 6 for this season rather than lose them. I see it as a ‘get back out there and give it a go season’ and that we had been away too long.

So going forward just double check with your opponents their preferred option or just put 2 marks down on the floor, one at 7ft 6 and one at 7ft 9 ¼ 

I must emphasise that it is important that all teams send a representative to a meeting as it is highly unlikely that this leniency will be shown again. 
It is noted that some feel that the footer should have been set at 7ft 9 ¼ and not changed to accommodate. Going forward if somebody proposes this for the AGM in May, and it is passed, then the footer will be set at 7ft 9 ¼ as all teams will have been informed of the forthcoming vote, giving time to ask their team their thoughts, then voting accordingly.

10. Player of the season
Hopefully now we are going to finish on a cheerier note. In the past the player of the season has been the player who has gained the most points in the competitions.

There is obviously hundreds of unsung heroes within our league, so this season in addition to the player of the season award, each team can nominate a player or member from within their team. That person can be chosen for whatever reason, best player, best personality, credit to the team, stalwart, whatever it doesn’t matter.

From these lists then at random one will be selected to be ‘The hero of the season’ for each division, that being Monday Division 1, 2 +3 and Friday Division 1. All nominations have to be in at the March meeting.  

11. Next meeting 
This will be at the Kings Club on Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 7.40pm. This will not be a full meeting; it will only be to collect entries for the Grantham Flooring 501 Pairs competition. The draw for this competition will be done at 8.30pm, so any entries must be in by then.

12. Any other business
[bookmark: _GoBack]


13. Close of meeting

Woodland and Cromwell’s please stay behind

Their game was reviewed with their representatives; the conclusion was that the result would stand as a 9 all draw.

The draw for the SHP singles for 03.12.21 was done, present were D. Billington, A. Goodier, P. Clarke
